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SECRET COLOMBO 2029 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: PORG. PARM, CE, AF 

SUBJ: EFFECT OF AFGHAN COUP ON NON-ALIGNED MEETING 

REF: A. STATE 108913; B. KABUL 371; C. COLOMBO 1993; 

D. STATE 109324 

1 . DCM SHARED APPROPRIATE PORTIONS OF REF A WITH SENIOR GSL 
FONOFF OFFICIAL. HE EXPRESSED GRATITUDE AND ASKED THAT FOL- 
LOWING REMAIN CLOSELY HELD. 

2. ON 28 APRIL. HE HAD MADE SAME REQUEST (REF C) FOR INFOR- 
MATION ABOUT SITUATION IN KABUL TO SOVIET EMBASSY HERE. 

WITHIN A FEW HOURS SOVIET AMBASSADOR RAFIK NISHANOV HIMSELF 
CAME TO FOREIGN MINISTRY, DESCRIBED AFGHAN COUP IN PAST TENSE 
AS SUCCESSFUL, SITUATION RAPIDLY RETURNING TO NORMAL, ETC. 

NISHANOV ORDINARLY VERY SLOW TO RESPOND TO MFA REQUESTS FOR 
INFORMATION AND RARELY COMES TO MINISTRY FOR SUCH PURPOSE. 

3. A FEW HOURS LATER, GSL HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW DELHI 
REPORTED TO COLOMBO THAT HE HAD BEEN BRIEFED BY GOI FOREIGN 
SECRETARY JAGAT MEHTA ON SITUATION IN KABUL. MEHTA'S ACCOUNT 
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COVERED SAME SUBIECTS AS NISHANOVS IN SAME ORDER, WITH A 
NUMBER OF SIMILAR PHRASES, CONCLUDING THAT GOI NOT PREPARED 
TO HOST NON-ALIGNED COORDINATING BUREAU MEETING IF KABUL MAY 
6-10 GATHERING CANCELLED. 

4. GSL SENIOR OFFICIAL VOLUNTEERED THAT BASED ON HIS PERVIOUS 
SERVICE IN MOSCOW, HIS PERSONAL SUSPICIONS OF SOVIETS, AND 
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FOREGOING HE HAD CONCLUDED: 

A) IF SOVIETS NOT INVLVED IN AFGHAN COUP, THEY AT LEAST 

MUST HAVE HAD FOREKNOWLEDGE; THEIR SYSTEM DID NOT ENABLE THEM 
TO REACT SO "GRACEFULLY" TO SURPRISES IN THIS AREA; 

B) THE NISHANOV/MEHTA BRIEFINGS HAD TOO MUCH SIMILARITY 
TO BE ACCIDENTAL. "OUR INDIAN COURSINS ARE STILL WILLING TO 
BE HELPFUL TO THEIR SOVIET FRIENDS." 

5. GSL OFFICIAL SAID WITH KABUL INACCESSIBLE, DELHI UN- 
WILLING AND COLOMBO "INAPPROPRIATE", HE EXPECTED NON-ALGINED 
COORDINATING BUREAU TO MEET IN NEW YORK IUST PRIOR TO SPECIAL 
SESSION ON DISARMAMENT. 

WRIGGINS 
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